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SAFEGUARDING: Challenging attitudes; opening minds 

 
The target audience for the conference was people in the public and voluntary sector 
who work with children and young people; SI clubs were also invited to send a 
representative. 
 
This is the third such conference run by the Anti-Slavery Group, arising out of a key 
concern for many of us that sexual exploitation in all its varied forms is becoming 
normalised. The two previous conferences focused on grooming and safeguarding 
against sexual exploitation. The focus for this conference was changing the mind-
sets ~ the attitudes and stereotypes, that underpin this disturbing behaviour. 
 
The conference also provided the opportunity for people from various organisations 
and government bodies to network and discover where they could support one 
another. The first conference highlighted for everyone the fact that there was 
insufficient liaison between them which allowed for failures in supporting those 
vulnerable to sexual exploitation; a fact that was borne out by the Rotherham 
scandal. Providing the opportunity for people to network was therefore seen as a key 
part of the conferences. 
 
Speakers were chosen because of their expertise in the field of sexual exploitation 
and gender stereotyping and included: 
Tracy Almond: Lucy Faithfull Foundation 
Julia Mulligan: North Yorkshire Police and Crime Commissioner 
Ray McMorrow: National Working Group on Child Sexual Exploitation 
Julie Tweedale: Freedom Personal Safety 
 
In addition, St Mary’s Youth Theatre, Garforth, performed an excellent short drama 
demonstrating how gender stereotyping feeds into violent behaviour. This was 
followed by a ‘hot-seating’ session where the audience was offered the opportunity 
to question the performers, who answered in character.   
 
The conference was hard-hitting and thought provoking. Some shocking statistics 
emerged regarding the effects of gender stereotyping, particularly on young men and 
their view of girls. A frighteningly high percentage of boys have watched porn on the 
internet regularly from a young age (many first did so aged 8 -10) and as a result 
their view of girls/women is warped. This leads to unreasonable expectations of what 
is acceptable in their treatment of girls and of how girls should behave and also 
encourages them to view those of the opposite sex as mere sex objects. 
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